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CLAIMS: 



1 . A device for biasing a stack of sheet material within a dispensing package, 
wherein the stack of sheet material comprises a plurality of vertically aligned sheets of 

5 material which are releasably adhered to each other along opposite edges of successive sheets 
by a narrow band of pressure-sensitive adhesive, and wherein the dispensing package 
comprises a bottom, side walls and a top, the top defining an opening that extends between 
opposing side walls, the device comprising: 

a sheet of material sized to fit within the dispensing package between the stack of sheet 
1 0 material and the bottom of the dispensing package, the sheet of material having a top surface, 
a bottom surface, opposing first and second edges, opposing third and fourth edges, and a 
circumference; 

an elastomeric member positioned between the first and second edges of the sheet and 
secured to opposite sections of the sheet, the elastomeric member haying an unstressed length 
15 that is less than a length of one of the third and fourth edges of the sheet of material, the 
elastomeric member thereby drawing the first and second edges of the sheet , toward one 
another. 

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the device comprises first and second 
20 elastomeric members, the first and second elastomeric members positioned proximate the 

third and fourth edges, respectively. 

3. The device of claim 2 wherein the first and second elastomeric members 
comprise first and second portions of a band of elastomeric material, the band of elastomeric 

25 material having a circumference less than the circumference of the sheet of material 

4 . The device of claim 3 wherein sheet of material comprises a first pair of spaced 
recesses associated with the third edge and a second pair of spaced recesses associated with 
the fourth edge, and wherein the band of elastomeric material is positioned in the first and 

3 0 second pair of recesses. 
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5. The device of claim 1 wherein the sheet of material is a polymer material. 



6. The device of claim 5 wherein the first and second edges of the sheet generally 
are parallel to one another, and wherein the third and fourth edges are formed to define a 
radially tapered width of the sheet. 

7. The device of claim 5 wherein the sheet of material is formed to define one or 
more openings through the sheet, the openings generally being spaced from the first, second, 
third and fourth edges. 

8. The device of claim 1 wherein the sheet of material is a card stock material. 

9. The device of claim 8 wherein the card stock material includes at least one 
crease, the at least one crease generally being parallel to and spaced from the first and second 
edges. 

10. A dispenser package for sheet material comprising: 

a container having a bottom, side walls and a top, the top defining an opening extending 
between opposing side walls; 

a stack of sheet material positioned within the container, the stack comprised of a plurality of 
vertically aligned sheets of material which are releasably adhered to each other along opposite 
edges of successive sheets by a narrow band of pressure-sensitive adhesive, a first sheet of 
material capable of passing through the opening in the top of the container; and 
means between the stack of sheet material and the bottom of the container for biasing the 
stack toward the top of the container. 

1 1. The dispenser package of claim 10 wherein the biasing means comprises: 

a flat sheet of flexible material having a top surface in contact with the stack of sheet 
material, a bottom surface, a first pair of opposing edges and a second pair of opposing edges; 
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resilient means engaging the flexible material for flexing the sheet of flexible material in a 
direction toward the stack. 

12. The dispenser package of claim 1 1 wherein the resilient means comprises an 
elastomeric element, the elastomeric element having an unstressed length that is less than a 
length of one edge of the first pair of opposing edges of the flat sheet of flexible material. 

13. The dispenser package of claim 8 wherein the resilient means comprises first 
and second portions of an elastomeric material, the first and second portions having an 
unstressed length less than a length of one edge of the first pair of edges. 

14. The dispenser package of claim 10 wherein the biasing means comprises: 

a flat sheet of material having a top surface in contact with the stack of sheet material, a 
bottom surface, a first pair of opposing edges and a second pair of opposing edges, the flat 
sheet of material including a pair of creases, the pair of creases spaced from and generally 
parallel to the first pair of opposing edges; and 

resilient means engaging the sheet of material for bending the sheet of flexible material along 
the pair of creases in a direction away from the stack. 

15. The dispenser package of claim 14 wherein the resilient means comprises an 
elastomeric element, the elastomeric element having an unstressed length that is less than a 
length of one edge of the first pair of opposing edges of the flat sheet of material. 

16. The dispenser package of claim 14 wherein the resilient means comprises first 
and second portions of an elastomeric material, the first and second portions having an 
unstressed length less than a length of one edge of the first pair of edges. 

i 

17. In a dispenser package for sheet material comprising a container having a base, 
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a cover and side walls which define an interior space, the interior space containihg a stack of 
sheet material, an opening in the cover to. permit removal of individual sheets from the stack, 
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and means for biasing the stack of sheet materia] toward the cover, the improvement 
comprising: 

a flexible plate sized to fit in the interior space of the container between the stack of sheet 
material and the base of the container, the flexible plate having a top surface, a bottom 
5 surface, first and second opposing edges, third and fourth opposing edges, and a 
circumference; 

an elastomeric band having an unstressed circumference that is smaller than the circumference 
of the flexible plate, the elastomeric band being positioned over the top surface of the flexible 
plate such that first and second portions of the elastomeric band are near the first and second 
1 0 opposing.edges of the flexible plate, and third and fourth portions of the elastomeric band are 
positioned below the bottom surface of the flexible plate near the third and fourth opposing 
■ edges, the third and fourth portions of the elastomeric band having an unstressed length less 
" than a length of the third and fourth edges of the flexible plate. 
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